I Pet. 1. 24. 25. 
Trafs, aud ail the olory ef min , is as the 
flower of graſs, the graſs withere,, „and the flower 
thereof fall th 277%; but tC 3,'v1 a of tut Lord * Au- 
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The abſolute Neceſſity, Goſpel Duty, and 
Ciriltian Practice of Repentence „ Opencd 
and Applied, by a god ly, able, and faith» 

full Minilter of Jeſus Chtiſt. 


Where in 1s diſcovered, What Repentance 18; 
as all» the gtest necelli:y h treof co falvgtion: 
with the preat folly and deſperate macacts 
of at thole thre delsy and pur vH 
their R-pentance uato 2 lick 
Bed, or Old Age. 
Together wich che great Bencfit, Joy, 214 


Comfort , that hall be to the Souls of all 
thoſe that timady and truly repent, 
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Matth. 4. 17. 
Frem that time Feſus began te preach , and te ſay , K. 
pers, for the Kingdim of FRO ven M At hu. 
Luke 13. 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon: 
— 


The abſolure neceſſity, duty, and Chriſtian 


practice of RayPENTANC EE. 


AQ: 17.30, 31. The times of this ignorance God 
Wiuked at, but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent : Becauſe he hath appointed a 
Dp, in which he will judge the world io righte- - 
ouſneſs. 


VE Bleed Apoſtle Saint Paul in 

theſe wozds beloved, endeavours to 

take off the ſuperfitions Athentans 

from their IAdolatrp and wozſhipping 

of kalſe gods; gods of filver and gold, which 
indeed are no gods, but the werk of mens 
hanvs; and this he both, firſt, by endea- 
vauring to convince them of the folly of 
their Jdolatry; and then ſeconply, in lay- 
ing befoze them the power and goodneſs of God, 
A 3 in 
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in making and p2:icr bing the woztt, and all 
things therein. God ({aith he in the foze⸗go⸗ 
ing verſes) made the world, 2nd ell things there» 
in, andis Lord over all, and gives tg all life and 
breath, and all things and in him we all live, and 
move, and have onr bcinp; and it is he that hath 
ſer the bounds of our habitations. Therefore 
(ſaith he)pon need not to think that the Sod⸗ 
head to like unto gold, oz ſilver, oz ſtones, gras 
ven by art o mans devices, koz Sd ts Tod 
both of heaven and carth. 2, but ſay theſe JBos 
laters (like forme now atayes) we bid as cur 
fo2e-fathers bib, they wozſhipped (ach gods as 
tote, and Uerc of the ſame Keligten as out koze⸗ 
fithers were. Put laith the Apokle, this was 
done in lanozence, and the times of this tanc- 
rance Sed winked at + pour fore-Cathers had 
not the light of the Goſpel, they never heard 
of Jeſus Chziſt: But now ,, faith he, Thailt is 
pꝛeached, 4 the light of the Goſpel ſhines fozth 
in the wozto, therefcze now ye mult repent, and 
turn from theſe idols, and ſerve the living God. 
How God commands all men every where to 
re pont, although God in times paſt ſuffered all 
F4ttons ts Walk in their ofon wayes: Row 
hath be ferit us to peach Cöziſt unto pou , that 
you thouly tuen from theſe vanitics, and ſerve 
the 11 -'ng God, If pour foze-kethers ſinned, it 
was thzvegh their {gnozance and want of the 

Kncws 
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N knowlevge of Jeſus Chiiſt: ut if you fin and 
IE, Jo on in vour twolicry, tt 1s thzough wilfulnels, 
es and Bed will be revenged on you. In the words 
L pou may ebſerve ty:ic four things; firſt, a duty 
d _ commiadved, and that is repentance; ſecondly, 
h the commander, and thac is Sad, God command⸗ 
e eth; thirdly, tyze perſons to whom this command 
5 


is enjopncd . and that is men, every where, 
high and low, ich and poꝛ, allthe wozlb over; 
D fourthiy.and laltly, the time when, and that is 
p naw, now God commandeth all men every 
r where to repent, nob in theſe times of the Go- 
g ipel; Today if you wilf hear my voiee, ſaith God 
| in Flalm 95.7. Frem the words thus opened, A 
| ſhail give pou theſs four pzadical oblervations: 
The ficlt is this, that Kepentanceis a nedful 
and neceſſary duty commanded by Gov. St 
condly, that every man and woman in the wozid 
is bound to repent. Thirdly, that the dearine 
of the Goſpclis a docrine of Repentance : At 
was Chills ftclt Sarmon, as pou map ſee, Mit. 
4.16. Jeſus began to preach, and to lay, Repeat. 
Fourthly and laſtly, obſerve from theſe wozbs, 
that God expects meze, and loks foz moze from 
men under the Goſpel, then fcom thoſe who ne - 
ver heard of the Goſpel. Thelt four obſerya- 
tions are gil of them very clear from the woꝛzds 
of the text, I Gall onely therefaze give pou ſome 
few further pzrofs of them * Scripture, ** 
3+ 4 < 
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lo pzocced in the opening and handling of the 
two firſt obſervations, and from thence I ſhall 
dꝛaw ſundzy p2actical uſes , which J ſhall endea- 
vour, by Gods aſſiſtance, to apply home unto 
pour ſonls, 
obſervations, into one intire pzopoſition, thus. 
That Repentance is a nedfnl and neceſſary du⸗ 
ty commanded by God, and that every man and 
woman in the woz2ld is bound to repent. Except 
ye repent, (ſaith Chzift,Luke 13.3.) ye (hall all pe- 
riſh, And 2 Pet. 3 9, God is not willing that any 
ſhquld periſh, but that all (ſhould come to repen- 
tance. As I live (faith the Wozb, Ezek.3 3. 11.) I have 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn 
ye from yout evil waycs, for why will ye dye, O 
houſe of Iſrael. And in Mat. 3. 3. Repcot, for the 
kingdom of heaven is ot hand. And ſo likewiſe in 
AQt.2.38.Repentand be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jeſus Chrilt; for the remiſſion of fins. 
Repentance is needful foz all, there are none (0 
wiſe, none ſo learned, none ſo holp, but ſtand 
in ned of repentance. In many things (ſaith 
St. James, we fin all, Jam, 3. 2. And in Rom.z.23. 
All have ſinned, Young ones have ſinned, aud 
therefoze have ned to repent, and that betimes, 
leſt as St. Paul ſaith, Heb. 3.13. Through che de- 
ceitfulaeſꝭ of fin their hearts be hardned. Its gov 
foz young ones, vea its the veſt courſe they cau 


take, 


I (hall therekoze jopn the two firſt © 
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take, as Solomon ſaily, Eccleſ. 12, 1. To remember 
their Creator in the dayes of their youth; and not 
to put off repentance nnto old age, oz the death» 


bed, foz then it may be to late: Foz althangh 


true repentance is never to late, pet la'e repens 
tance is ſeldom true. Jtis a go? obſervation 
of a holy man; ſaith he, ſpeaking of the repen- 
tant Thiek, God ſaved One at the laſt hour, that 
none might deſpair ; and but one, that none mighe 
preſume. Thou tytat wilt not repent when thou 
mapeſt, it may be God will not give the time to 
repent hereafter when thou wouldeſt: Doeſt 
thou think to do that in thy old age, which thou 


' wilt not do in thy youth 2 Canſt thou do that in 


one hour on thy death-bed, which thou art not 
able to do ſufficiently all thy life-time? And 
then likewiſe old men have need of repetance, 
they have lived a long time in fin, and have 
long enough, yea, to to long neglected repens 
tante: Poung men map dpe ſoon, but, old men 
cannot live long; therefoze both poung and old 
have need to repent, that they may receive the 


remilton of thcir ſins, Mark 1.4 And fo2 your 


betier underſtanding of this great and neceſſa- 
ry butp of repentonce, J la little ſhew you 
what if ts, and that bzicfly. Repentance is or 
two ſo2ts, either real 63 unfeigned, oz elſe ſeen» 
ing x hypocritical; ſeeming repentance , that's 
common fo wicked men, and is alrfogether Le- 


gu. 
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gal, ariſing from the accuſations df their own! 18 
coniciences, ſuch a repenfunce, as this, wastante 
that of Judas; and then there 15 a regt and un- dit kt 
feigned Repentance, which both pzoperiy be⸗e the 
long to the gobiy, and this is likewile of two be ar 
ſozts: Legal and Tvangelicall : Legal repen-aſles, 
tance that comes from the Law, gioing us thas no 
ſight of our Cas and cur miſery by (in ; the Law Ven i 
is our Schol-mafter tobjingus to Chit, Gal. ld of 
3.24. But Evangelical repenkance, that ſpzings ait! 
from taith in Chziſt, anv carries ont the (cul i- 6.) 
unto Chlſt in oppoſition to every ſin, and to a be g 
fozſahing of cvery evil way ; Repentance then ance 
J ſhall thus deſcribe; lap repentance is a gift ers 
ct Gon by Which abelieviag ftnner being caſt *ppo 
down in the ſight and ſenſe of his own fing pera 
both utterly fozſake and abhez all his fozmer e- ackr 
vil wayes, and turns to the Lozd with a perfect Cove 
heart. Ati 
Iſayitis agiftof God, that which comes 2 Pr 
from God and nat from nature, its a flower ne- acl 
ver grew in natures garden; ucither birth nog Woz 
b:&ding, neither art no2 lcarniag, noz any c- And 
ther ſublunary power 02 qualificattens, is able iti 
to beget Repentance ; true Repentance comes by 
fron: above, Every good and perfect gift (faith 20 
Dt. James) comes from above, James I. 1). Gzuce chi 
noty not grow here below, but comes dewn wo 
from the Father of lights, The Apoſtles, Acts Plc 
Ui, 
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wn!-18 plorified Cod, that to the C:entiles he had 
Dagrarred repentance unte fe. Repentance 18 the 
un-ulckuing ct a dead foul , and the efoze matt 
be-e Lean cfhiin who is the giver of all life: 
wo Ve are all of us dy n3cure dead im ſias and ttel— 
en / aſſes, Ephef. the 2. and the 1. A man by nature 
the s no meze able to perfogm an act of true grace, 
ab hen a dead perſon in the grave is able to eo an 
il. d of natute. They that live in fin (a3 St. Azul 
igs 4ith of the wdow that lives in pleaſare, 1 im. 
gul 5+ 6.) are dead while they live. Repentance ther 15 
o 4 he giſt of God, Acts 11, 18. God granted reper - 
gn ance unto life. @oin 2 Tim. 2.25. the Mint⸗ 
ift ters of God are required to infirue thoſe that 
aſt *ppoſe themſelves, with mekneſſe ; it God 
ns Peradventure will g{be them repentance tothe 
e- Alknolntedging of the truth, that they way re- 
ed cover themſelves aut of the ſnares of the devil. 
At is ſaid of Chꝛiſt, Acts 5.31. He is exalicd to de 
es 2 Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto I 
ie« tzel. Faith and Repentance are ſupernatural 
os Wozks, and we may as well create new yeavens 
c- And anew earth, as do thele aas of gut ſelves 
le it is God alone that wozks them in our hearts 
es by the efficativus operations of his Spirit, 
th 2Cor.z.5. We are not ſufficient of our ſelves to 
ce think ary thing as of out ſelves, but it is God that 
un Worketh in 22 to will, and to do, of his good 
ds Plesſute, Phil. 2. 13. 
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Secondly, repentance is a change, firſt of the in 
heart, then of the whole man: there muſt blance 
new heart, and a new hand; a new life, andjisf 
new head; all things mui bs nem where A ve 
pentance ia. If any man bein Chri!? (f:ith tlepe 
Appeſtle) he is a new creature, 1 Cor. 5, 17. What 
pentance makesa mana newman, and it ind 
onely in the power of Ood to renew our heartfaith 
neither Angels nc2 mea are able to vo ing it 
An Jer. 31. 18, 19. ſaith Ephraim, Turn thou mpyr | 
and | ſhall be tarned,for thou art the Lord my Gothen 
Surely afrec that | was curned i rep need, aud aftliev 
that 1 was infirutcd, I imote upon my thigh ; ] wipen 
»ſhamed, yea, even confounded , becauſe 1 did bran 
the reproach of my youth. Mere is the charadtuni 
of a truce Kepentant , it is the Loꝛo that mulſg t 
change dur hearts, it is he oneip that muſt giv e 
us new hearts, and take from us theſe hearts on c. 
ſtone: it is the Lozd that muſt pluck us cut onin 
the ſnares of the Pevil, and caſt down than; 
frong holds of ſta in us; it © d do not turn us ont 
we ſhall never be turned. After that 1 was turn wa 
ed, 1 repenred, ſaith Ephraim. But J pzoced ifthe 
the veſcription of Uepentance. bar 

4t's a gift of God, Þ (ap, whereby a believink ſel 
ſinner turns from; all his fins unto God, J ſay tw 
a believing ſinner , becauſe faith muſt firft p20 thi 
cedaud go befoze repentance, fo2 none can tru re 
zy repent, but he mult fictt believe ; There may tu 

vi 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


of tie in a ſinner that which we call Legal repen- 
It blance, which may cauſe a finner ts fall out with 
andhis fins,and it map be to loath them with a kinde 
Te If deteſtatton: its poſſible a wicked man may 
th tkepent that ever be knew what un meant, oz 
+ Nhat ever he had to da with fin; all this may be, 
it ind pet no true repentance , becauſe no true 
earffaith ; foz true repentance cauſes a hatred of ſin 
0 ins it is vdiſpieaſing to Gov, aſwell as hurtfnl to 
du Mpur ſelves ; yea, be hates ſin as hell, yea wozle 
Gothen hell it ſelf, which cannot be in an unbe⸗ 
| »fligving ſont. It cannot be denied, but that re- 
1wwpentance is a ſaving grace, and if ſo, then none 
bean partake of this ſaving grace, till he be firſt 
radtunited unto Chzilt the fountain of all grare ; 

muſſo then faith muſt nds be befoze repentance. 
giv Secondlp, where true repentance is, there is 
ts en change wzonght;in the whole man, and a tary 
ut oning, firſt , ta gar teldes: ſecondly, to.Gad; 
than thirvly, to man. An unrepentant tuner ts 
n us out of himſeif ; and he is not onely out of dis 
cur way, vat out of his wits, In Luke 15. 7. when 
d ifthe Pꝛadi gal came to himſelf, he ſaid, Father! 
Have ſinned: this is the firſt lep to repentance, 
vinb ſelt,ceturning. Secondly. repentance is a re- 
ſay turning to God, If thou wilt regurn O Iltael, ſaich 
P20 the Lord, return unto me, Jer. 4. 1. The grace of 
fr repentance is ſuitably expzeſſed Lp tyts ad of re- 
al turning to God, and they wha da not repent, 
are 
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are ſaid netto return to Bed In Amos FREY 
Gad ſaith, Notwithitarding I have piven „wil 
clezannefs of teeth, and want of bre+d, yer Hive y dot 
not tetutned; notwichſt ending 1 have u ith. holde be 
the rain from you, 2r6 ſmitten 1 04 with blaſtin AR 
and mildew , and lent a mopg you the Peſtilenc dar 
Notwithſtanding 1] have (]*in your young men | © 
the ſword, ard overthrown ſomò of you as F ove th 
threw Sodom ard Gomorr:h, b. fire; yer hai en 
von not recurned unto me, faith the Lord. Keyer © 
tance is a turning from -fin to Gd: Sin kurt P! 
men from God, and draws the ſoul into rhe waye © 
of death, James 1. 14. A man is dzawn awa⸗ t! 
of his own inſts andenticed; dzawn away fror 
God and from the truth of God; but when onc © 
Repontance comes, he turns back again, 9. 
changes his minde then, and abho2s himſelf fo. 
what he hath dene. Job 42 6. Labhor my ſelf ant 
repent (ſaith Job) in duſt and aſhes. Tbhe Pꝛodi 
gal was dzaum away from his Fathers Honſt 
thiongb his own luſts, and yet at laſt he return 
ed firff to himſelf, ſecondly to his father, Luke 
15: 17. When he came to himſelf, he faid,l will ari * 
and go co my father, and ſiy unto him, Father, ! 
bave finred againſt Heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy fon. 

Sinners are laid to be mad, but repentance 
bzings men to their right wits again: every 
impenitent ſinner ts a madman, a mer Wed⸗ 
lam; 
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nos 4. lam; who but a mad man will run himſelt 
ven y wilfully into the fire , as every wicked man 
lde y doth, he runs heaplong to deſtrunion ; but re 
hold; PEntince turns men from fhis mabneſs. In 
laſtin Acts 16. 18. it is called, A turninig of men from 
tieng darkneſs to light, ard from the power of Satan an- 
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to God. Sin is a darkneſs, and when men fin, 
tbey know not that they do; but Repentance 
enlightens men, gad ſets them at liberty. In 
Acts 25. 20. Repentance and turning to God ate 
put together, they are uns and the ſame, the ane 
canavt be witheu! tbe other ; but it is not any 
turningthat doth this, but it is a tuning of 
the ſubgement, and a turning of. the will and 
et Mons: to that men that are turned, arc cars 
ried wholiy from lia and wickedneſs , unto 
Gad. Jacl 2, 12, Turn unto me (faith Gon) with 
«ll your heart : If it be with a piece; it is nay 
thing wezth, it is altogether decettkul. 
Thirdly, Kepentance isa returning to men; 
we nint nat be achameb to acknowledge out 
faults one to another. James 5. 16 Confeſs your 
fault ore to angcher, and pray one fornnother, If 
we habe done ang man wzong , we ought to ac- 
knowledre it, Js4t (0 then that Repentance 
flows from Faith in Jeſus Chuſt, and curns 
men kram fin unto Sed, then 1 obſerve, that 
there are many in the wozld, whans pe never 
knew Bhat true repentante meaneth, becanſe 
ches 
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they are pet in unbelief and withoot faith, \vith My 
＋ 
the 
We 
W. 
KR 


out which there can be no R:pentance : Hel 
may erp bitterly, and hample themſelves ie 
lack cloth and aſhes, as Ahab did; men mei 
have the hozrours of Yell in their Conſcience 
as Judas had; men may refozm many things 


that are amiſs, as Herod did, and pet being un- i! 


believers, lhep arc till in the eſtate of impeni⸗ 
tenty: It is an tafallible demonſtration, that 
they never pet truly taſted of the love of God in 
the pardon of their ſias, who dare pzeſume to 
take a liberty to (in, oz delight themſcives in a- 
ny fin whatſacver; they that truly believe, can- 
not, dare not allow themſelves in any fin : foz as 
faith purtties the heart, ſo faith and repcntance 
keps the heart pure, and makes the conſcience 
tender: and the moze pure the heart is, the maze 
will it abſtain from all things that are evil, 
Then ſecondly, is Kepentance the gift and 
grace of .Opd, whereby a bclieving ſinner being 
humbled under the Ught and ſenſe of his ling, 
deth truly turn ta Gov? Then we may obler ve, 
th:t where truc repentance is, there is alſo hu⸗ 
mitiation for un. It is not poſſible that ever 
any gal ſhould truly repent, that is not trulp 
bnum\led and calf down in the fight and ſenſe of 
his firs. Turn unto me ((aith the Wo2d) with all 
your hart, wich falting, with wecping, and wich 
mournyue, Joel 2. 12. Che Nintvites when they 
repented 
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ſvith Tepented , theo humbledthemſelves from the 
Pet bigheſt ta the toweft ; and this alſo ſyews us, 
es in that the arcateſt part of men and women in the 
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wozld never yet truly repented, becauſe they 
were gever pet fraly humbled: It is not every 
kinde Ct loztomthat wngks repentance, but as 
it ig in 2 Cor 7.10, Oncly godly forrow worketh 
Tepentince,neycr to be repented of. And as there 
may be a ceunterkeit Tepentance, (0 there may 
be a cgunterfcithumiliation: The ligns and 
marks cf tine humiliation are theſe, Firſt, 
the ſcul that ts truky humid koz fin, is very 
ice in cenfellien cf fin; and the @criptures 
tell ns, that theſe that have been muſt humLled 
kor Uu, have bin freeſt in the confeiſton of their 
ng : ag David, Nchemiah, lo“, and others, Pla), 
51.3.latth Dwia, acknowledge my tranigteſſion, 
and my ſia is ever before me. And this contellion 
of fin, will ve ta ſome meaſure ſuitable to our 
humnitiation ; if gur kozrow fo2 fin be ſincere, 
our confeſſion will ve lot therekoze all thoſe 
wha sre less akrafd to commit fin then tyey are 
achamed to confeſa ſin, were never pet truly 
humbled fz2 fia, neither ſhall their ſouls reap 
any bencfit bo it. Prov. 28. 13. He that covereth 
his {ins (1 all not profp-r, but wholo confeſſeth and 
forſakerth them (hall fiade mercy. Tbep that will 
not tave ont ther 113 to confeſs them, to ve 
ſure one day 02 other their ſtns ſhall finde them 
2 dur 
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ont fo fozment them: If fin flade u not ont i! bol 
pouth, it ill finde us out inane; tt it finds u ful 
not gut in health, pet it will find us out ig (ck Ss | 
neſs, it it finde us not cutinlife, pet it will . 
Unde us out in death; ik it ünde us not cut il * 
death, pet it will find ns out after death in thc oy 
bay of judgement : either ene time 52 other out ** 
ſins will nde us ont. Numb. 25,33. Your (ins 
((aith God) Wall finde you out. to 
Decondip, godly ſozrow and humiliatton fo! P 
Un, can'eth the {foul that ts hnumvied utterly tg & 
loath, and abhoz, and hate ün: kzck. 20. 43. Ye 70 
(hal remember your ways and your doings where- N 
in you have been dehil:zd , and ye ml loath your L 
ſ:lves in your own light, tor all your cvil that you | 
have committed. Din is odicns anthateiulto 
an humble ſoul : I abhor every falie way (ſaith 
David) Rivers of tears run down mine eys, becauſe 
men keep not thy law, Pſal. 119.164, 136. Nature 
may teach a man to loath fin in others, but tis 
pnely grace that teaches us ts abhoz fin in our 
ſelves. When Judah, Gen. 34. 24. heard that 
his daughter Thamar had played the harlot, he 
pzeſently call ſentence of death upon her, bring 
her forth, (ſaith he) that ſhe may be burned : But 
When he law by thepledges that the fin was his 
own , Judah was then flent, no moze talk of 
burning her then. A ſoul truly humled, will 
hate ſin wyerclecver it is,cſpecially in bis own 
volam ; 
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boſoin; men wiil fip from benemous and yirts 
ful creatures whecreſocuer they are , eſpecizily 
it they be near them, becauſe they are then in 
molt danger to be hurt by them; all the ſins of 
the wezld cannet vo a ſoul lo much hurt as his 
own fins then they that do not hate (ta tn thems 
ſelves, art not truly humbled fo2 in. 

Thirdly, he that is truly humbled, is willing 
to take (haine to bimſcif, the humble flaner is 
willing to be aſhamed of his kollp: Ez k. 16. 
63. hat thou miiſt tcemembet and be aſhamed, and 
never open thy mouth mate, when 1 ain pacified 
towards thee for ali that thou haſt done, [atth the 
WL ozd, 

Kaucthle, a truly humble foul will be wil 
ling to receive the wozd of God with all readi⸗ 
nels: What's the reaſun men are moze hum- 
bled fo2 fin? Surely this, becauſe they deſpiſe 
01 neglcathe god wozd af Goh, which is the 
enelp means to get humility: the humble pents 
tent ſoul, is the molt tractable and teacyible 
foul in the wozld, ind he above all other is wil- 
ling to embꝛace the wazy of God. 

Fiithip, a true humble (cul is ready and wil- 


ling to put in p2agiſe ali theſe duties which be 
hath fozmerlyp kcarncd out cf the wozb cf Gu : 
W hen Paul was cence trulp hnmvied,he centers 
red not any longer with (ech and viacd , but 
laping afive all carnal reaſonings, goes on the- 

423 2 rowly 
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rowly in his wozk of pzeaching the Goſpel» 
Gal.1.16. Thus pou may ſce that where true re- 
pentance is, there is alſo a true humiliation 
and ſozrow fo2 fin; then everp one learn to be 
humble and that betimes: foz as women, the 
longer they are ere they bing {o2thchildzen the 
harder is their laboz; even ſo, they that put off 
repentance to old age, muſt expect the ſozer tra⸗ 
bel. Lamcntably are they miſt«ken, who put 
off their repentance to their cid age: is it like- 
ly that the pains and weakneſs of old age will 
be any advantage oz caſe to thy repentance, 
Rev. 16. 19. ita (aib,thar at the pouring forth of the 
{ourth viol, when God ſmore the inhabitants of the 
earth with a ſcorching heat, that they blaſphemed 
the name of God and tepented not. It's a woful 
thing to put off repentance to a patned body,o2 
to a ck bed: pain in its own nature fits rather 
to blaſpheme, and turn from Ged, then to re- 
turn to God; and its very common that ſick 
perſons either repent not at all, oz if thep do, 
at the belt their repentance is but a fickly re- 
pentance:lickneſs doth only abate and refrain 
the pe wer of mens luſts, it never deltroyes the 
life of ſin, death it (elf cannot kill Gin ; wicked 
mens ſins live when they are dead, the grave 
cannot conſume them, noz the fire of hell: the 
lins of unbelievers rematn not onely in their 
guilt, bat in their power to all eternity, 


EE 
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opel“ Is it ſo then, that repentance is a turning 
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from ſin unto God, thea 4 obſerve that there 
can be no true repentance where fin is delight» 
ed in: he that lives in the love 4 practice of any 
lin knoweth not what repent a1ce meancth,fo; 
repentaice takes off the heart trom the love of 
lin, and wozks it to ſuch a v:flike of ſin, thit it 
abhozs the very occaſions of ſin; {f ſin comes 
and tells a gracious penttent ſoul of the pzofits 
and pleaſures of fin, O ſaith a gractous heart, 
the (wetneſs will prove bitterneſs in the lat- 
ter end. True repentance takes off the heart 
from all (in , as well (mall as great, not frem 
ſome few ſins,but from all ſia;fo2 he that turns 
not from all, turns from none in truth: and it 
is not endugh to turn from all ſin, but we muſt 
turn from the commands of ſin and ſatan unto 
the commands of God ; from wozi\dlinels , to 
heavenly mindedgels; from pzide, to hurnmilityz 
from hatred and envy, to love : the Tree that 
bears not good fruit will be hewen dawn and 
caſt into the fire, as well as the tree that vears 
il fruit, { veſecth po therefore bzethzen tn the 
bawels of incrcy, foz the Lozds ſake J entreat 
every oae of you that deſire to be laved, that 
pou Would turn away from all your tniguities, 
and that ſp@vilo, left your repentance be tod 
late: And to this end, be earneſt with God bp 
pzayer,foz the alliſtance of his ſpirit in theiub- 
B 3 dn\ng 
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and vet por; touts, they, both the nfelhen ny 
With this conceit, tha Bed 1 mercitul, aw 

hope t. be ſaved as gs the bl 4: 


Deb ait is well wei fuem:; And Yer ast . 
| FINITE hp .ca.crepented of thetr luz; 
rep inc 13 4 rate Amo out of faſhion in 


türe ſeltec nccited times, wherin 1ens minds 
are ſo much running aktec novelties and gut- 
ward fo2:nalities; but the power of holineſs, 
and the dogrine of repentance and ſelf-moztift 
catuͤm theſe are not minded; nay, by many are 
accitnter Legal, and altogether needlels. 
There are th:ee ſo2t of people that 4 (hall 
bave oceafion to ſpeak of in the uſe of this 
Point: and the firft are ſuch as altogether ab- 
92 repentance;the ſecond are fach, zs although 
they acknowlenge repentance is needint, and 
necellarp fo; others, vet think that they them⸗ 
lelves gave no nerd of it; and the third ſozt are 
luch as do confeſs , that repentance is needfnl 
even foz themſelves as well as others, but not 
pet; its time enough hereafter, there's no lach 
hafke at it. Aad J hope in the handling of theſe 
thiœ ſoꝛts uf perſons ; I (hall make it appear 
that repentance is needful and necc[ary at all 
times, fe2 all ſozts. Having done this, I ſhall 
remove fome lets that hinder men from repens 
kance, and ſo give you ſome few Potives to (fir 
Pon up toropentance z and then to winde up all 
W 4 in 
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in a fely wozds of Applicatton. iclye 
I begin with the firſt of theſe, thoſe that wall 
abhoz repcatance; and they ure wiliul ſinners, « wh 
ſuch as go on in fin, and make it even rhetr 4 
trade to lin: wilful, veſperate, and diffolnts dor 
weetches, that laugh at repentance,who declare On 
dhe it ſin as Sodom, and hide ic not „ Iſaiah 3. 9. rp 
UW ho will nat be bzeught to abandon their ede 
wicked wayes, but goon ſtill in wearing and 100 
carſing, lying and blaſpheming, whozedom, rs 
Wunkenncſ(s, and alt uncteannels „and that 9e 
with garebinels, as the aApoſt.c ſaith, Who ya 
mock at faith and repentirce,as theſe ſceffers did * 
in 2 Pet. 3. 4. Lheſe are they as St. Peter {alth, * 
2 Pct. 2. That walk after the fleſh in the luſt of un- 5 
cicannels, and count it pleaſure to riot in the day 
5 

| 


time ; whoſe eyes are full of dultety, that cannot 
ceaſe from fin : O but the latter end of thele men 


is worſe then their beginning. Hobo many wic⸗ 
ked wzetches are there, 


made a covenant with death and hell, and were 
at an agttement with the grave, who had rather 
hazard their ſoals then leave their fins, who as 
if there were neither heaven noz hell, run on 
from one linto another. Come (ſay they) we 
will fetch wine & fill eur ſelves with ſtrong drink, 
and to morrow (hill be as this dy, and much more 
abundant. But Ila. 56. 12. Wo unto them (ſaith 
Se ÞP2ophet) they have rewarded cvil ro them. 


that live as if they had 


ſelves. 
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lelyes Vow little ds theſe men think, that God 
Will one dap wound the hat! y ſcalp or ſuch — 
go on in ſin: ard that tribulstion and wrath, 


ignation and arguiſh,ſhil be upon every foul To 


doth evil, Rom. 2. 9. Let men 2 
never (0 mus b,y time will come whcn they th. 

repent, but that to late, even in hell fice 5 
eber. Foz fin mult be repented of, ti nct on 
bar th, pet in hell, und 17 pou will net louth pour 


Companions ia fin here you (hal! loath the. in 
Jeilhereafter, peur pot companions, and peur 
vartot companions ſhill loach one another un 
Well: then thcſe blovvy wounds ſhall bleed 
Which pen have given pour ſouls in the 5439s ot 
pour jollity and p2ire, and in the times cf Pour 
delperate impieties; When nothing but wzath 
and hegzreur of Conſctence (hall appear betc2e 
Pon, then theſe (weet morſels of fin which babe 
been ſweet as honey fo your {uſt iul appetites; 
(hall be vomited up as the bittereſt and icath» 
lomeſt things in the wozld. Conſider this all 
ye that forget God, left he rear yu in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver you, Pla. 50.22. Pe wils 
ling to fozſake pour (1:5, fo2 ſin and the ſoul 
muſt part,o2 cle hell aud the ſonl ſhall meet tos 
gether: The wicked {hall be turned into hell. and 
all the Nations that forger Cod, Plalm 9. 17. O 
that you weuld ſericufly lay theſe things to 
heart, and now, even nol in this your day, 
that 
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that pe world know the things tha; belong un repen 
to your everlaſting peace, To diy if you wil malt t 
hear my voice (ſaith Gobin the 95 Plalm)Jhardetwyg ] 
not your beart. Sight not, ſcoꝛn nt, refift nol the x. 
the good word of God that invites you to re the w 
pentance,but bꝛeak eff your fins by repentance. ſince: 
and turn to Gov iu rightecuſneſs, with 

Ant noiy ſez the ſecond ſozt, and they are paid 
ſuch as think they riced no repentaace ; And new. 
they are ſuch as are either mozally civil, and have 
honeſt befo2e men, oz elſe fo2mal and hypocritts 1 
cal pzofefſo2s, who ſeem to be, and are net, who \jgi; 
pP2ofcls Oed with their lips, but den hint in 


lens er 
their lives: O they have no need of repentance;' pur 
they are no dꝛunkards, no2 ſwearers, nc2 ſuch we 


like : God lchank thee (ſaid the pꝛeud Phart- 
ſx ) lam not as other men are, extortioners, un- the 
jolt, Luke 18. 1;. YCheſe are luch as pzofeſe Bod, it 
and know much et the minde of God, andthere⸗ fr 
loze have no nccd of repentance, they arc guil⸗ 
ty of no fins torepent of : But of theſett may m 
be ſaid as Petet (ard of Elimas the ſozceter, Acts tt 
33. 10. That chey are full of all ſubtilty, and ene- 


mies toall tighteouſneſs. who never yet knew what N 
fin meant. Fo3 they that think they have no ſtag 1 
left to repent of, its a clear argument that they I 
never vet truly repented themſelves cf any one 
ſin at all, but that they are till in the gall of | 


bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity; oz 
repens 


wil 


den 
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pentance is acentinued an, and a grace that 


muſt have its daily operation, as faith and love 
muſt c ntiauc,ſe nuſt repentante; when once 


nolther rap heart of a ſinner is ſmitten by God, 
© the iter of rop2atance wil continually flow; 
ces ſincere reventants cannot content themſelves 


re 
nd 


with one «02 tws of repentance; but they mult 
daily renew their repeatance , fo2 ſin will res 
new, ſo mud cepentance ; renewed ſtas mult 
have renewed repentance, till we have done 
linning and that will not be till we have dong 
living) we mult net have done repenting : if 
chere be a leak in the (hip, the water mult be 
pumpt out, elſe the Chip 15 in danger of (king; 
we are leaking veſſels all cf ns, yca the belt of 
us fin leaks in daily, and la renewed datly,2nd 
there muſt bs the pump of repentance to carry 
it ont daily, elſe dur ſculs will be in danger of 
linking. And foz the other ſozt who think they 
ned 10 repentance, they are pure mozal honeſt 
men, who live in a courſe of civility, and take 
their penny to be as white as any others, thele 
ure as good as the beſt, and theref92e have no 
need to be any better: thep are not beſperately 
wicked as many are, they are no blaſphemers, 
no2 dꝛunkards, they go to Thurch and give cve⸗ 
te man his due, and are loving to thetr neig?- 
bozs, and what needs any moze. Its true,theſe 
things are neceflary, à are required in a Chzis 
ian; 
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ſtian ; but yet civility without ſanctity, at the And 
beſt is but gilded Atheiſme ; mozalito x (m- and t. 
tug vertues are but gilded fins and gliſtering (ty F 
abomtnations; the Loꝛd leeth may arottengs 
baſe, ſtinking heart under a ctbil coat. J? civi⸗ Ss 
ity and mozality would have ſerved the turn, 96 
then the Phariſes wan!d have gone ta Beavenu mY 
betic22 any other ; thep were ctvile Honeſt, they F 0 
were noſweatrers, n3} dzunkards, they paid wi 
tythes, and gave aims, and p2.ped often ; and 00 

carried tbemlelves ſo EL dk th the 921d, that it ; Wo 
was thought that if but two men in the wzlb wo 
ſhonid go to heaven, a Scribe (h2uld be one, and (ur 
a Pyariſe the other. Bat what ſaith Cbiſt: x 
Match. 5. 20. Except your righttouſaeſs exceed the 5 : 
righreouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſces, ye (hall "we 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven: And pet 
thert rightcoulneſs far cxca@dcd the righteouſ- 


tiels 07 all our mozol haueſt men. et a man be 4 
never ſo hanelt in outward appearance, let his \, 
carriage and behabio2 be nevec ſo ſpecious and 


plauſible in the epes of the wozld, let him be | 
never (a exad and fjult in his dealings with 
me, yet if he benct renewed in the (pirit of 
his minde, be is never the better foz this. If he 
be not alandified Cy;iltian, the woꝛd of truth 
never as pet came home ta his ſoul, in the pow- 
et a it; he is fill inthe (fate of nature, and 
without God, and as pet far troin repentance 
and ſalvation. And 
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it the And then there is « third ſozt of impenitents, 
ſeem! And they are ſuch as arc convinced of the nece{- 
ring {ty of repentance , but they do not think it a 
ten etime now toicgent: they believe they muſt re» 
bi- kent, but all in gccd time, there's no haſte if it 
irn, let, it will be time cnongh herecfter , at the 
ven heur of death, when age and ſickneſs is upon 
hey them; and they think it a thing cfnothing to 
aid depent, they can do it when they liſt, it's dene 
d with a wet finger, there na ds no moze but to 
f it lay, Lord have mercy upon me; When they are go⸗ 
id ing ont of the wand, this is the general diſeaſe 
ad with which melt men are infected. But let 
k: ſuch men know, that it is a hard matter to res 
he pent, and fin is verp pcwerfnl ; and if they bo 
11 Pit feck togetit ſubducd inthe ftreigth of 
t !Yeir dapen, it will be too hard foz them at the 
— laſt:koꝛ aithou h men grow weaker and weak - 
e er, pet un grows ſtronger ind ſtronger; and 
F being as we ſa», bꝛed in the bone, nurſed np 
| 


by us in eur peuthful deres, it will not caſtly 
bercoted ont of the fleſh, Cen the Blackmore 

change his «kin „or the Leopard his ſpots, Jet. 
15. 23. Pothep cannot ; no mae can thep that 
* accuſt amed to do evil, leave it when they 
u. 

If repentante be athing lo eaſie, how is tt 
that many who ſought after it could never ob- 
tain it? Hew many ears there that have coarep 
And 
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and cried in the bitternes of their ſouls, and {long 
the ho2ror of their conſe oy „that they coulgtcov 
not repent. Othat could ſtepent, O thac m he ſ is 
hard heart would break in pieces] This bath be! it is 
the cries of many, It is not in che power of Bone 
man fo 7epent wyen he picaſes, doth Gop givi dow 
us ſpace to repent now, it may be he will ns. are 
do it to moꝛrow: a man bp nature as he canno the 
of himlelk, fo he hath no tnclination of himfel wit 
to repentance. Kepcentancc its a heart-wozk,s tin 
cirtumciſing of the heart;any caſting of fin out me 
of the (onl , Which inded will make the heart Re 
to bled; which thing no aataral man is either (i 
willing ez able to bo. Mortifie ({aith the Apo- V4 
ftic, Col. 3.5.) your Membets which are upon u 
carth; which thing ſuits not with anaturatl p 
man. Let no man then put off Repentance ft 
upon {uch loliſh wicked theughts as theſe, that |\ 
repentance is au calte wozk, Which a man may | 
perfozm when he pleaſes, ſuch ſinful thoughts | 
as theſe will deceive pon: Thou that wilt not 
repent no\v thou mapeſt, when thon woulveſt, 
Lt may be, thou thalt not be permitted; you that 
will not repent when God gives ſpace , how 
juſt le may he when thou wculveft deny it the: 
hecauſe when tt was offered to thee thou refu- 
ſedſt. Ezek. 24. 13. Becauſe I would have pur- 
ged chee, and thou walt not purged; thou ſhale not 
be purged from thy filthineſs, aich the Lotd The 


longer 
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and ! longer men live in fin, the ſtrenger wilt ü 
coul grow in them: he that will not eabe fin hea 
ht m he is pong, will ha! dip leave tt when ve is old; 
h bee! it is lald of wicked men, in Job 20. 11. heir 
her of Bones arc full of the fins of their Youth, which lie 
gin down with chem in the duſt ct that mens fins 


i ns 
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are buried with them in therr graves, fo then 
they might be happp, but that they conflane 
with them till death, yea altcr death. Manpa 
time and often hath the Lord Nob at the de of 
meng Conſcicnces, and buscked to cone in, 
Rev. 3. 20. Zeho!d I tand at the door and knock, 
(laith Ch:ilt.) © po net let God wait long, he 
bath waited a lonutime already tobe gracicus 
unto thee, lai, 30.18, Do not give the devil the 
pzime and ftrength of pour Dayes , and thei 
think to ſerve God in peur old age: Peu do nog 
leave ſin in this, but ſin leaves you ; you have 
not the frength and power to Cn theu as you 
have had, but will pour hearts are as bad as 
ever they were, then put not off your repen- 
tance till ſickneſs comes. Yappy, yea thuce 


*bappy is that man, and bleNe> wall be be, that 


in the time of his pouth x health furmilhes his 
heart and ſoul with comſc2ts againT the evil 
day; happp is that ſoul, who win age and lbck- 
nels comes, is ſo fitted fo2 death by repentance, 
that when death comes he hath nothing elſe to 
do but to dee. Be perſwaded then ta repent be- 
times, 


.. 
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times beloze port go he ice and be no moe ſen; 
therets it time cuts but the pꝛeſenttime, we 


— 
— — 


another nightimaing that are in he alth one dap, 
are bzaugbt lo tgeir graves the next. Our life 
(alt) Sf. james) ts but a Vapour that apprarerh 
for a little time, Jam.4 14. me arc no (omncr boon, 
but ws begte © Dice Put not your ſonls off then 
from dap to dap, he that's unfit az unwilung to 
repent tod w, wiel beſo to mozrow; therefoze 
ſcek the Lord white he may be found, Ita, 55. 6. 
where's a time when G.d will not ve fonnd: 
Prov.1.24. to ver. 30. ſalth Gan, Becauſc I cajled 
and ye refuſed, and ſet at naught all my counſel,and 
would none of my r-proof; therefore will lavgh 
at your cx]umity „ and will mock when your feat 
cometh ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh comerh upon 
you: then (hall ye call on me, but 1 will not anſwer; 
they (hall ſeek me early,buc ſhall not finde me. For 
that they hated knowledpe, and did not chuſc the 
fear of the Loid; thetetote ſhall they cat the fruit 
of their wiys and be filled with their own devices, 


we negied rhar time, it will not be recovered 
again though it be ſcught b with tears: there 
is a time, ohen with rhe wiſe Utratns we may 
enter into the wedding, but if we take not thit 
time, we may with the foltth ones have the do: 
hut atatntt us, Mat. 25. Then may we unoch 


and 


do not know vhetyer wo hull Uincancother dap, 


There is a time when mercy map be had, but 1 
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and call, pee, erp, Lord, Lord, open co us; but the 
Lo ſhall ſip unto us, Iknow you not. The 
old Told hid a long time of repentance, a 
dund2ed and twenty pears did Noah pzeach res 
pentunce tu them, and pet they repented not: 
vat the Ninivites they had but a ſhezt time given 
them, but forty dayes, and pet theprepented 2 
then made the tay of ? Reventance wHilelt the 
Sun of Gods patience oy nedupou them, 

Sod is no, bouad t wült mea leafure, the 
Dcul is but 3 tenant of will, and may ſuddenly 
be turned cutok dooze, and when yon lie upon 
Your ſick ve 97 the L323 map kill! aur arts 
with ſuch lers as may mille pur canfcrences 
together detpair of martp. Sod lent peu his 
ſer vent ers ly and late, in caſon and gut of (eas 
En, ta invite pon to repent; but you will re- 
pent you ſa? hereafter, pou will if you can, pou 
29p2 ©9) wilt work it in peu. hat ground 
have you of this h. pe: hath Gen made ron any 
ſuch promiſe 2 Thou canſt not braw out the 
th22d of thy tiſs one minute, fo2 ought thu 
knoweſt this may be thy lait dap, ths fen- 
ders of metcy, andthe offers of grace ave at att 

end when the {iſe ends, il ue 7 beto2e 2 you knom 

that time ans tive (tapes no mans leslure ; evey 
ry 91% is ſo wiſe ki to take time and tide 10; 
en iFatlr 1 wilt and mam be ſo ſottich as ty 
eker the time of his ſowing till Harveſt 2 men 
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will net be carrying ont of dung, when thep | 


ſhould be fetching in of Cozn:no,thep will viſ- 
patch thole things firſt which are of moit neceſ- 
ſity. And is there any thing of moze neceſſity 
then the ſalvation of your ſonls2wil! your ſonls 
be ſaved without repentance?o2 can peu repent 
when you will? But pon will ſay,yon are pong, 
and thercio:e may be bozn with a while, which 
{s the Devils divinity; foz poung men have no 
moe liberty allowed them tc ſin, oz to put off 
repentance, then old men have, its the Devils 
policy to infule this into thy brains, that he may 
enſnarc the. It was the commendation of Ti- 
mothy , chat from a childe he had known the holy 
Scriptures, 1 Iim 1. Poung Balnts, ſap lome, but 
net the wozd of Gad, pzove old Devils : but I 
am ſure it is a rare thing to ſæ an vid nner to 
become apeung Saint. When the devil and (tn 
hath lozded it in pour ſoul, pea typzauntzed both 
over ſoul x body, fo2 thirty oz fozty years toge- 
ther, do pou think then that a little groaning oz 
crying, Lord have mercy upon me, will be able ta 
diſpoſſeſs him at the laſt, he having gotten too 
ſtrong a f2ottng in pour ſon! to be beaten cut of 
his quarters ſo eaſily; he that will nt remem- 
ber God when he is pong and living, its great- 
ly fo be reared God will be unmindkul of btn 
when hc 1s old and dying. Therckoze once moze 
belecch you in the bowels of Chziſt, ſpeedily 
te 
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to ſet about the wo2k of Repentance, leſt when 
it is too late you repent, weep,and mourn, that 
you repented not bekoze. Do not ſay of repen- 
tance as Felix ſpake to Paul, Thou wilt repent 
when thou art bettet at Iciſure, another time ſhall 
letve th: turn; it may be then mapeſt not live 
to another time, oz if thou dceff,, thy heart map 
then be as hard, 1f not harder then now it is. 
Could pou not in the day <f the Lord be in a 
Woꝛſe condition then heatheng e infidels are ? 
Then repeat. Moutd you not when pon are 
dead be in a wozſe condition then toabs oz lex— 
pent ? then repent. 

It way be ſata of every impenitent ſinner, 
as Chziſt laid of Judas in the 26. of Mathew, 
and the 24. ver. lc had been good for that man 
it he hid never been born, Yeatheas in the day 
of Judgement chall be in a better condition 
then impenitent Ch2ifttans, koz they (hall 
have tie leffer condemnation, becauſe of their 
1gnozance; who it may be would Hibe done 
better uf they had knowa m92e. It (hall be 
more tolletable ſaith aur @aviour) tor Sodom 
and Gomortah in the diy of judgement, thea for 
thou Cipernaum : Chou England that act eralt- 
edupto heaven in Goſpel-mercies, take heed 
and beware ſeſt thou be not thzawn down ta 
he!l tn Gafpel-Hengeance. 

J chouid now ſheo yon tie lets that bins 
C 2 ber 
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der men from Repentance , and fo endea— 
vour , to remove them; but J ſhall onely 
name them, and ſo conctude with ſome few 
motives ts tir yon up to Repentance, How 
the lets that keep men off from Repentance, 
are either from fin and Satan , oz elſe from 
our ſelves and the Wozld; the Devil per- 
ſwades men that repentance is anedleſs work 
and men ned net trouble themſelves with it, 
fo2 thoſe that God hath o2dained to live ſhall 
be ſaved, let them live never ſo lwlelp; and 
thoſe that he hath appointed to w2ath ſhall be 
damned, let them Repent never ſo much. But 
to remove thts let out of the way, know this ; 
that all thoſe , that God hath ozdatned ta (al- 
vation, ſhall firit oz laſt, moze oz leſs, be 
bzonght to embzace the means. In the 13. of 
the Acts and the 48. As many as were ordained 
to eternal life, believed. God hath ſopned the end 
and the means together, and curled is he that 
bares to ſeparate them: ſalvation without Re 
pentance is impoſſible; without holineſs no man 
ſhall ſee God, Heb.5. 19. A ſecond wap by which 
the devil keeps men off from repentance , is 
Gevs mercy; God is mercicul ſaith the devil, 
his mercy is over all his works, i he that made 
yon will not damn pon, pou need not to fear it, 
True it is, even to wicked men God is merci⸗ 
ſal ; but theſe are but mercies on the left hand, 
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common mercies; its a mercy to men that they 
live, its a mercy that we were not bozn mon- 
ſters, and its a mercy to have outivard enjop- 
ments; but what are theſe to the peculiar mer- 
cies of Sod ? It was a good ſpeech of a Govly 
man, ſatth he, Ye that made thee without thee, 
will not ſave thee without theezit thou ari ina 
ditch and wilt do no mo2e to come out but cry, 
God help me, thou mapeſt lie ano perich. © do 
not dare to go on infin,becanſeGov is merctful; 
Shall we ſin (faith St. Paul) that grace may a- 
bound ? no, God forbid. & dare not ſaith a gras 
cious heart: Jf ever pou would partake of mer - 
cy, you mult depart irom iniquity, 2 him. 2.19. 
Let every one that nameth the Name of Chrilt de- 
pare from iniquiry, J dare boldly lay, that if all 
the clouds cf heaven (ould continually ſhaw2e 
down mercy, there wauld not ſo much as one 
V20p fall upon any tinpenttcnt perlau. 
Thirdly, the devil labozs to Keep men off 
from repentance , by bzinging them to deſpair 
of mcrcy, if he cannot wozk men into pzelum- 
tion by the conſideration af Sods mercies , be 
will bo what he can to bzing them into deſpera⸗ 
tion, by telling them that mercy is out of date. 
But let not this hier thy repentance, foz as 
it cannot be too ſaon to repent, ſo il's never ta 
late to repent, better once then never. 4 do not 
(peak this that any ſhould neglec to repent be- 
C 3 times 
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times, but that none would ever defpair ef mer- 
cy, and thereby be hind2ed from this duty of re— 
peatance. 4 ſecondletthat hinderg repentance, 
is the wozld, the luſts of the fleſh, and the py ve 
of life, the pleaſures and p:rferments of the 
\wo2lb : theſe fight againft the ſpirit, and reſiſt 
the work of repentance: Uoluptuouſneſs and 
Diunkenneſs unfits men fc repentance,therc- 
foze theſe mult be avſtiined from (1 Per. 2. 11.) 
as things that war againſt the ſoul, Mortific there- 
force (ſaith the 4pottic) your membets which are 
upon caith, fornication; unclearneſs, &c. Col. 3. 5. 
theſe muſt be mc2tifiev. And then a third let 
that keeps wen tromrepentancets ſinzſin hath 
ſuch a commanding power ove: the ſouls of un- 
regenerate perſons, So thet (as it is Kom. 6.10.) 
they give themſelves over as ſatvants to (in, and to 
uncleannels. £ then fo2 the Lords fake, avoid 
all occaſtens of fin; Let not fin therefore reign 
in your mortal bodies, that you ſhould obey it in 
the luſts thereof : ncitheir yield you Four mem- 
bers as inſttuments of unrightcouſneſs unto fin, 
but yield your [-lves unto God, as inſtruments of 
rihteouſncs, Rom. 6. 13, 13. verſes. O that 
I could p2evatl with pou, and that the Lozd 
would periwave pour hears of the dzeadtul and 
doleful condition of all tmpenitent ſinners, 
C-nſtder then J veſech pou tn the fear of the 
Lozd theſe following confiderations ; and firſt 

9 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


of all know this, you that live in the love of ſin 
you live tr; the hatred of God; fs2 the love ok 
Gad aud the love of ſin cannot poſſibly dwell 
together, and they that dwell 4n 1t ſhill never 
dwell With God, Pſal.15.ſatth David, Lord, who 
(hall abide in thy Tabernacle , who (hall dwell in 
thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly , and 
worketh righteouſneſs. And the Apoitrte ſaith, 
1 Cor, 6, 9. Know ye not that the unrighteous 
all not inherit the Kingdom of God? be not 
deceived, neither fornicators, nor 1dolaters , nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them: 
ſelves with mankinde, nor thicves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkitds nor revilcrs, nor extortioners alt 
inherit the Kingdom of God. And Palm 97. Ye 
that love che Lord hate evil. Alſo 2 11:2. 2, 19. 
Let every one that nameth the name of Chrilt, de- 
part from iniquiry. Secendle, all tyale that 
ſin, oꝛ are under the power and command of fin 
are of the devil: For he that commits ſin (ſaith 
St. John) is of the devil, John 3 9. And is it not 
a fad thing to be under the power ok the devil: 
very wicked man is the devils flave, and he 
doth the devils dzudgerp: where ever (ti 16,4 
the love of it there is alſo the devil; the devil 
kreps Caurt in wicked mens hearts. Thirdlp, 
ſin is the high way to deſtrudton; Is not deſtru- 
Qion to the wicked? ſaith Job, Chap.3:.3. Yes, 
that it is; And a ſtrange puniſhment to the work- 
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ers of iaiquity. Fou: thly and la{tly, fin b! zuaht 
wzath and condemnation upon the ſoul: If ye 
live after the leſh,ye (halldie Rom.$.13, The wic- 
ked (lj be turned into hel], and all the Nations 
that forget (Cod, Plal, 9. 17, Theſe thiags being 
conſidered xt ſertoullp taken to heart, methinks 
ſhould not onely awaken ſinners cut of their 
lle py ſecurity, but alſo pꝛovoke them to reyens 
tance» And then there is another let which hin- 
ders men from repentance,and that tsin thems 
ſelves, Which is of attcther the greateſt let; (92 
did not our own haſe hearts vecetve us,thedevil 
the wo21d, and fin, could never hinder us from 
coming to Gov by repentance; 7 theſe lets from 
our ſelvevare either from ignozance 02 hardnes 
of heari,Eph.4.18.Men,faith the Apoſtle, through 
the ignorance that is in them, & through the hard- 
neſs of their hearts being paſt fe-ling , have given 
themſelves over unco laſciviouſne's, & to work all 
unclcanneſs with greedines. Jano2ancemult needs 
be a great let to repentance - ns wonder when 
men kaow not the danger of fin, noz the netelli⸗ 
ty of repentance,that they live in ſin, and never 
come to repentance; who is there that les (02 
that he knoweth not of? If impenitent tnners 
old but know what a dangerous condition they 
were in without repentance,they would never 
lutker their eyes to llep, nc2 their eye-livs to 
dumber, befoze they had made their peare uu 
od, 
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Gad by repentante: - then ſoz the Lo2ds ſake 
get acquainfance With Bed. and learn to know 
What an odious E518 nn is, Job 22.21, Acquatut 


now thy leil with £45,275 be at peace, thereby 


gd ſhall come nn teh thereby thuu mill be 
bꝛaughltöreyenlancc. 
in us haͤrdne ks of 15.47, Which hinders the vozk 
of repentance. $f 15 fald e. Z:dekinh, 2 Chron, 
26.13. That he hardned his heart that he might 0 
return to thy Lord his God, And this harvneſs 
of heart is very linentable, becanie alt the 
means which Cod nics to fofteng, wok not upon 
it at all; And Pharaoh hardencd his heart, and 
would not let the children of Iſracl go, Exod. S. 32. 
All the ſoze judgement of Gov upon him could 
not pzevatl with his hard heart, he would not 
let thein goz lo wicheb men whole hearts are 
bar dued, they will not lettheir ans go, neither 
the judgements, noz the mercies of Gad will 
P2evail with wicked men, fo furn them from 
tgeir fins. Amos 4.12. faith Gob, Though I have 
ferc among you judgment upon judgment, plague, 
famine, and noiſom bealts, yet have you not retur- 
ped unto me. Therekoze Jbeſech you, in love 
to pour po2 ſoule, that by pꝛaper pou World beg 
of God to give pu ſoftened hearts , that map 
melt and treuwle at the weep of Sod, loſt by nas 
ing on in pour fins, ye bzing upon peur ſelves 
(wilt deſtruction. And ſo J come to give you 
lome 
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lome means and motives to ir peu up to re— 
ventance, and ſo 3 {hall conclude. 

The ürſt and pzincipal means of Wozking 
repentance where tt is not, is the wozd cf God; 
Mat. 4.17. And J*{us began to preach, and to lay, 
Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
Theiſts firſt Sermon was a Sermon of repen- 
tance, therckoze it ever pon would repeat of 
your üns, attend upon the word of Gov. 1 hat 
a wotul ſad condition are thoſe in that want the 
word of Geb: dethatthe Preacher ſaid, Ecclcl. 
11.6. In the morning (ſatth be) ſowee thy ſeed, and 
in tne evening withhold not thy hand : ſo ſap J of 
hearing the wo2bvf God, Hear it in the moon. 
ing, and hear it in the afternoon : hear it on t5e 
LL 920s-day, and hear in the WIck-day, take alt 
oppo:tunities of hearing the Tlozd of God, 

And then a iccond helpis, to conſider the 
acobneſs and power of Gov, his almighty, and 
his all-ſctng epe;confiver God (ies and knows 

all the ayes, and is able to puntty the fo: all 
thy ſins; it men were but convinced cf this 
truth, they dueſt not lin la boldlp as they do. 
But J pe ſs by this to give you ſome few Evi⸗ 

ences ol the truty of repeutance, and ther are 
bziclip theſe. 

Firft, the ſoul that hath truly repented is ve- 
ry careful to avoid even the occaſion of ſin,and 
te ps himſelf at a diſtance both from ſin ꝛ ſin- 
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ners; he will diſpenſe with no fin at all, but wil 


ſap as Ephraim did, What have I co do any more 
with ſin? Andſecondly, he that ts truly turned 


from ſin unto God, will endeavonr to turn 


others alſs; he is not content that he himſelt 15 
turned ro Ged, but he will dzaw others to Gay 
alſo. ZZhirdly,he that hath truly repcited ts ve⸗ 
rp careful to fnarnith himſelf agatnft the al.nuits 
of the devil; Thy word (faith David Pl.119.1:.) 
have J hid in my heart, that I might not tin ap ainlt 
thec. A true repentant treaſures up the wo2b of 
God in his heart, and walks worthy of the Lord 


* unto all well-pleaſing, being ftuitſul unto every 


good work, and encrcaling in the knowledge of 
God, Col. 1. 10. They vo it, as it is in PIal. 119.23. 
They keep the teſtimonies of God, and ſcck him 
with their whole heart; thep allo bo no 1nign'ty, 
they walk ta his ways. Their delight is in che a 
of God, and in his law they do meditate day and 
night, Plal. 1. 2. Faurthip; he that hath trulp 
repented, is full cf help indignatton agatuft 
fin, and turns ſin quite out of dis, he cannot 
endure the taht of it. ifthlp, he that heth trulp 
repented, is tull of fear, he is filled with an 
awful, reverenttie!, and filial fear ofthe Hajes» 
fty of God, and he1s afraid of diſpleaſing Zod 
by fin. @ixthip, a true penitent is full of holp 
and heavenly deſires ; he veftres mo2e of God, 
and moze acquaintance with the waps af God, 
13320 
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moze communion with God in Dzydinances- 
Seventhle, true penitents are very zealcug fo 
God: O now do llove thy law, ſaith David in 
the 119. Pſalm. A godlp man cannot endure to 
ſ God dithongured ; as it is ſatd of Lot in the 
ſecond of Peter 2. 8. He vexed his righteeus ſoul 
from day to day with their unlawful deeds, And 
then laffiy, where true repentance is w2ought 
it will wozk e à holp change in the ſoul ; and 
whereas fin waz fozmerlp delighted in, the 
true Penitent hath in it Indignation; they 
will not onelp turn fin cut of deozs, but alſo are 
ready to cut it in pieces as it were: true penis 
tents have afcling on their hearts fo? (tn, and 
wil loath themlelves fo2 the evil of their ways» 
Itis a hard thing foz aman to loath himſelk⸗ 
eberp man naturally loves himſelf, but true pe⸗ 
nitents loath and abho2 themictves as Job did. 
{ repentanteye les matter enough in himſelf 
of ſelf abyo2rency ; Venentance lets ns l 
what black deflles creatures we arc by natare. 
Eick, 20, 43. You ſhall remember your wayes 
({utth the I52d) and ſhall loath your ſelves in 
your own ſight. And ſo much ko the Cvibences 
vi Kepentauce. 

Js it ſo then, that repentance is fo abſolutely 
necellarp to ſalvation, and that there 1s a great 
dange in putliag it off from vay ta day; and 
that a ſick bed repentance is no repentance, 02 
at 
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at moſt but a ſickly repentance : How highly 
then doth it concern everp onecfns, evento 
day, while it is called to dap, to begin our res 
pentance, and not onely to begin, but to perſes 
were in it to the enb of our days +: Let the time 
palt af cur lives fuifice us to have wzeught cur 
own wills, and fc have walked in our own 
wapes , and let us reſolve koz the time to 
come to live unto God, and be not wearp, fo2 
in due ſeaſon thou ſhalt reap if thon ſaint not. 
Hake repentance thy dailp work, that ſo thy 
peace may be made with God, and when thou 
comeft to die, thou mapeſt have nothin ciſe to 
do but to die. Ve that labcurs not to kill fin 
bY Yepentance itn his life, will be very nnfit to 
die When death comes, death 1s onely welcome 
to a gracious penitent ſoul; they are not fit to 
die;, in whom fin is not killed by repentance ; 
they have vone nothing of that work whichGop 
ſent them into the world to do, that have not res 
penicy { repentance lwickens our lives, and 
takes away the bitternels of death, and ovely 
to pcnttent ſinners is mercy pomileyd, Conſi⸗ 
decthere is an abſcinte neceſfity of repentance, 
We cannot be ſaved unteſs we repent ; Except 
ye repent (ſaith Chzitt) ye (hall all likewiſe pe- 
rith, Luke 13.3. Conſider allo thy life is but 
hozt: thou Halt but a little time to live in the 
Wozld, than halt no&d to beſtir thy ſelf then, and 
fo 
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to husband thy time to the beſt advantage ef | 


thy ſunt; thy pzectons and immoztal Coul will 


ve in danger ot hell fie. thou repent not: ko: 
no repentance, no ſalvation ; and if thou doeſt 
not repent the here of thy tas, thou wilt ſure: 
ly fo thy cgi? repent the hereafter in hell fo: 
thy neglect of repentance ; thou wilt then curſe 
toe dap wherdin thou didit deſpiſe repentance: 
then it there ve any love in the to thp precious 
lout, what ever thou doeſt, repent. Conſider 
alſo theend, fo2 Which Chriſt came into the 
wozid: Mat. 9 13, Icame (ſatth Chziſt) to call 
linners to repentance, Be zealcus thereloze, and 
repent: and as John ſatth, Mat. 3. 8. Let us all 
labour to bring forth fruit meet for Repentance. 
Now the Lozd wozk theſe truths upon pour 
bearfs, and lye Lozd give ebery one of us re- 
pentance unto like, repentance never tobe re- 
pented ok: Which the Wo2d of his infinite 
mercy grant unto us all. To whom be alozy 
and honour foz ever. Amen. 
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A ſhort Mletive to Repentance. 


He Glaſs doth run, the Clock doth po, 
Awake from Sin, why ſleep you ſo? 
In ſin fleep not ſecurely [til], 
Leſt thou by Sin thy Soul doſt kill : 
While thou halt time do not delay, 
Defer not off from day to day; 
Thou att not fure to tarry here, 
No not one qunter of a year ; 
; No not one week, nor yet one day, 
One houc thou ait not ſute to ſtay; 
| Thon haſt not ſpace in thine own power, 
To live one minute of an hour : 
The prelcat time ſee then thou take, 
Thy peace with God in Chrilt to make, 
| Kebp Faith and true Repentance ſtill, 
And then let death come when it will, 
Thou art prepered for ty dye; 
; And thou ſhalt live eternally. 


ee eee 


Counrteous Reader, 
Here is lately APO 3n excellent and pro- 
ficable Sermon, called, Chtiſts laſt Sermon, or, 
The everlaiting-oitate and conduton of all men in 
the world to come: a very Godly Book, and is 
but three Pence Price, 
There are likew1te eight other ſmall Books, all 
of them ver; godly, and very comfortable ſor thy 


ſoul, One 15 enticulcd, { he Devils diſcaſe, or, the, 


fin of Pride atraigned and condemned. The fe. 
cond, The Chancable Chriltian, The third Eng- 
r thfull Phylzcian, Ihe fourth, The Fathers 
lalt Biefltiog, the fifth, The Plain PR Plain Path- 
way to Heaven. lhe lixth , The Black Book, of 
Conſcience, The ſcve ach Doodis Day at Hand. 
The eighth, The dreadful CharaRter of a Drunkard, 


All very neceſſary for theſe Licentious Times, and | 


each of them being but of two pence price. They 


are to b (old by en Andreu at the White 7 | 


on near Fye- Corner. ] T3 37 
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